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INTRODUCTION
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Welcome to our Enlistment Guide! This guide will provide
resources to help you get started on the path to enlistment in
the U.S. Armed Forces.

Joining the military is a serious commitment. Enlistment is typically sought
after because of the benefits that the military provides to its service members
and their families, but one should be prepared for the sacrifice it takes and
make an informed decision that they feel confident in.

In this guide, you'll learn about the different branches of the military,
enlistment requirements, and recruitment information to help you
understand if this path is right for you!
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BRANCHES

There are 6 branches in the military. Each offer a different experience so
its important to do your research on which is best suited for you.

Air Force
7|\ .
Army AT

y Coast Guard

Marine Corps

R Navy
Space Force

Click here to watch a video

that breaks down each

branch and what you

should consider before

choosing

*Che"k out these resources Defense.gov/About/Our-Forces

to see more about what Military Branches Explained

each branch is responsible
for


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rmoujFoEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rmoujFoEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rmoujFoEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rmoujFoEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rmoujFoEZA
https://www.defense.gov/About/Our-Forces
https://www.militaryhomesearch.com/military-branches-explained.php

MILITARY BRANCHES

Eh.
f i

Did you know the Space Forceis = 1
the newest military branch? It b
was established in 2019. Click
here to learn more about the
Space Force



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pmvS7afJg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pmvS7afJg0

Army

Primary Mission:
Land-based military operations

The Army is the largest branch and is responisble
for protecting and defending U.S interests through
ground combat operations. Soilders perform
mission ranging from combat and logistics to
healthcare, engineering, communcations,
intelligence, and cybersecurity.

Visit the U.S. Army Website



https://www.goarmy.com/

Marine Corps

Primary Mission:
Rapid-response combat force

The Marines specialize in expeditionary operations
and are often among the first military forces
deployed during crises, conflicts, or humanitarian
missions.

Visit the Marines Website



https://www.marines.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=18379667444&utm_term=marine%2520corps&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18379667444&gclid=CjwKCAjwmozTBhAeEiwAkEGZzovLonvXj_9x6VTiJqQeFcgyBpTtpHD37ldyxPnJ9a3Z36rG4UPWNxoCSsIQAvD_BwE

Navy

Primary Mission:
Maritime operations and global sea power.

The Navy protects U.S. interests on and under the
oceans. Sailors operate ships, submarines, aircraft
carriers, and advanced technology systems.

Visit the Navy Website



https://www.navy.com/start?activity=1312758&cid=ppc_gg_b_stan_core&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=692132137&gbraid=0AAAAAD71yKyuGxQuNT8UPiL0jDmdJu_NY&gclid=CjwKCAjwmozTBhAeEiwAkEGZznwdyrM4C6vqwnQC13op0QL-U-uZpNBV-mZoIKtI3VfiG6MsGI6GuRoCT9UQAvD_BwE

Air Force

Primary Mission:
Air and space superiority.

The Air Force conducts missions involving aircrafts,
intelligence, cyber operations, and global mobility.

Visit the U.S Air Force Website



https://www.airforce.com/ways-to-serve/air-force-active-duty?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=157802927&gbraid=0AAAAAD-ndtP9J3KrSgXnetamwN544G-QD&gclid=CjwKCAjwmozTBhAeEiwAkEGZzu8CSti4YjPHdCuu3bw7R8-82qAbraJYhTmH_nCkPxK3g0fEn2cGphoCBq0QAvD_BwE

Coast Guard

Primary Mission:
Maritime safety, security, and law enforcement.

The Coast Guard protects U.S. waterways, conducts
search-and-rescue missions, enforces maritime
laws, and responds to natural disasters.

Visit the U.S. Coast Guard Website
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https://gocoastguard.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=b_corefy26&utm_term=go-coast-guard&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=187316409&gbraid=0AAAAADxOXxfBx9Rbh11tgzD9nfyeayJrb&gclid=CjwKCAjwmozTBhAeEiwAkEGZzg5nxgex2oI5Xplrulybr8GaCq-Dd-B1y3gbbNWSFAN_rZ4EIZA8zxoCJGkQAvD_BwE

Space Force

Primary Mission:
Space operations and national security.

The newest branch of the military, the Space Force
protects U.S interests in space, including satellite
systems, communications, missile warning systems,
and space-domain awareness.

Visit the U.S Space Force Website
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https://www.spaceforce.com/about?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11481947400&gbraid=0AAAAAD-ndtNoIBjC4H-yxHBEEhClw8uTe&gclid=CjwKCAjwmozTBhAeEiwAkEGZzrfPvK5Pohl4VKx1dYNmE6zkMIU3GKHlkmZYxGofqc_xfV0lKxkkxxoCKmsQAvD_BwE

REQUIREMENTS

r Must be a U.S. Citizen or have a U.S. Permanent Resident
Card

<]

r Must take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery (ASVAB)

<

Must have a high school diploma or GED. There are
fewer spots for those with a GED but those that have
GED have a better chance if they have earned college

credits or have a high score on the ASVAB

&)

i , ﬁ‘ Must complete a medical exam

[’ Age limits to enlist in active duty:
Air Force: 17-29
Army:17-35
Coast Guard: 17-31
e Marine Corps: 17-28
Navy: 17-39
Space Force: 17-29

<
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Enlisted vs. Officer: Understanding the
Difference

Enlisted Personnel: Most people who join immediately after high
school enter as enlisted members.

Requirements:
« High School Dipolma or equivalent
« Meet physical and medical standards
« Pass entrance testing

Responsiblilities:
« Learn a military specialty
« Operate equipment
o Perform technical and operational duties
» Develop leadership skills over time

Commissioned Officers: Officers are the military’s leaders and
managers.

Requirements:
« Bachelor’s degree
« Officer training program such as: ROTC (Reserve Officers’
Training Corps), Officer Candidate School (OCS), Service

Academy.

Responsiblilities:
» Lead units
« Manage personeel
 Plan missions
« Make operational decisions



Going to College Frist, Then Joining the
Military

Many students believe they must choose between college and
military service. In reality, earning a degree first can create
significant advantages.

 Higher Starting Rank: College graduates who become officers
typically enter at a higher pay grade than enlisted members.
Officers begin their military careers in leadership positions and
generally receive higher compensation.

 Higher Lifetime Earnings: Officers generally earn higher base
pay, larger housing allowances, greater retirement benefits over
a military career.

« Expanded Career Opportunities: Many specialized military
careers prefer or require degrees including, medical professions,
engineering, intelligence, cybersecurity, legal careers, aviation.

« Stronger Civilian Career Prospects: A college degree combined
with military leadership experience makes candidates highly
competitive in fields such as: government, buisness, technology,
healthcare, public safety.

« ROTC Scholarships: Students can attend college while
participating in ROTC programs, which may provide scholarships
and a pathway to becoming comissioned officers upon
graduation.



ASVAB

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is
a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed
abilities and helps predict future academic and occupational
success in the military

The ASVAB Tests

Click here to see the ASVAB Fact
Sheet

ASVAB Advantage

2023 ™ (2023 ™ (2023

ASVAB ASVAB & ASVAB

Mechanical General Electronic
Eomyurmn;lon‘ Science ‘ Information ‘

2023 : 2023
ASVAB ﬁ : ASVAB

@
Arithmetic Assembling
Reasonin Objects

Check out this YouTube Channel that highlights the
different sections on the ASVAB with answer explanations

* Check out additional
ASVAB study materials

e ASVAB Study Guides
¢ Practice Tests

LKL


https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/@mrmanagerai/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@mrmanagerai/videos

RECRUITMENT

Air Force ¢ Air Force: 1-800-423-USAF (1-800-423-
8723) Air Force Reserve: 1-800-257-1212
¢ Air National Guard: 1-800-6-864-6364

Army_ e Army and Army Reserve: 1-888-550-ARMY (1-888-

550-2769)
e Army National Guard: 1-800-GO-GUARD (1-800-

464- 8273

Coast Guard e Coast Guard and Coast Guard Reserve: Chat
w/ recruiter

Marine Corps e Marine Corps and Marine Corps Reserves: 1-
800- MARINES (1-800-627-4637)

e Navy and Navy Reserves: 1-800-USA-NAVY (1-

\EY
navy 800- 872-6289)

Space Force e Contact the Air Force to join the Space Force: 1-
800- 423-USAF (1-800-423-8723)

Click for more

information and to y /
connect to a local /1
recruiting office p /4 /


https://www.gocoastguard.com/connect
https://www.gocoastguard.com/connect
https://www.gocoastguard.com/connect
https://www.airforce.com/how-to-join?&&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D5-mSj6W_-ZFaUYkj833tKCPTIkM1I7-iKijkpq7P6iEKo0htTywq_caAlrSEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.navy.com/start?activity=1228857&cid=ppc_gg_b_stan_general&gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D5_OePDEr227KBbZ57JqL08uFGyhrJAssHNHJsYc2CGzmzyFon3VZd4aAj85EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.goarmy.com/how-to-join/steps/recruiter.html
https://www.gocoastguard.com/connect?gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D59PI1ZUyMN3bXmvVPY1PytJcuf1ojKpUBRwbW99F-kPcbSm1mU2HlUaAjzdEALw_wcB
https://www.marines.com/?gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D5919jSxBCllJ36hBKuss6elw686i-yvxZ5Srg-22c8xrYfuFO5-lycaAjTfEALw_wcB
https://www.spaceforce.com/how-to-join/enlisted-guardians?&&&&gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhL6pBhDjARIsAGx8D58RCXEs5so37x8tke6WahEie9OVKuDahXIqmoyX6hHwYOutPq34-SYaAkYqEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds

BOOT CAMP

Basic Training, or most commonly known as Boot Camp, is an intense

training that prepares one for the physical, mental, and emotional
requirements needed for service in the U.S. Armed Forces. While it is
a tough experience, it provides recruits a foundation that they will
carry throughout their service.

Fort Benning

Click to watch
what Boot Camp is
like for Navy
Recruits



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63G8eh_Ps_M&t=668s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63G8eh_Ps_M&t=668s

Military Education Benefits

The military offeres substantial education assistance both during and
after service.

Tutuion Assistance: Eligible service members can recieve up to
$4,500 anually for college courses while serving.

Post- 9/11 Gl Bill (may cover)
» College tuition
+ Housing allowance
» Books and supplies
« Some graduate programs and certificaitons

Student Loan Repayment Programs: Some branches offer assistance
with qualifying student loans.



MILITARY BENEFITS

Joining the military can offer a unique set of benefits across
various branches, each with its distinct advantages.

Here's a brief overview of the military benefits provided by each branch:

Career Opportunities: The Army offers a wide range of career paths,
from combat roles to technical and administrative positions.
Education Benefits: Access to the GI Bill for college education and
various training programes.

Leadership Development: The Army emphasizes leadership skills,

providing opportunities for personal and professional growth.

Army:

Global Travel: The Navy offers the chance to see the world through
deployments and assignments to various international locations.
Technical Training: Opportunities to gain valuable technical skills,
particularly in areas like engineering and aviation.
Education and Training Opportunities: Access to the GI Bill and the
Navy College Program for further education.

Navy:

@

®
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MILITARY BENEFITS

« Air Force:

Technology and Innovation: The Air Force is at the forefront of
technological advancements, offering opportunities to work
with cutting-edge equipment.

Education Benefits: Strong emphasis on education, with
numerous programs and tuition assistance opportunities.

Quality of Life: The Air Force is known for its high-quality
living standards and excellent facilities.

« Marine Corps:
Discipline and Leadership: The Marine Corps places a strong
emphasis on discipline, leadership, and physical fitness.
Elite Training: Known for its rigorous training, the Marine
Corps instills a sense of pride and achievement.
Versatility: Marines are trained to be adaptable, often serving
in various roles within the military.

« Coast Guard:
Humanitarian Missions: The Coast Guard often engages in
search and rescue operations and humanitarian missions,
providing a sense of service.
Law Enforcement: Opportunities for careers in maritime law
enforcement and border security.

Click here for Active Duty Pay

Education Benefits: Access to the GI Bill and various
educational programs.

Regardless of the branch, common military benefits include healthcare
coverage, housing allowances, retirement plans, and a structured career
path. It's essential for high school kids considering joining the military
to research each branch thoroughly, speak with recruiters, and carefully
assess their personal goals and interests before making a decision.


https://www.military.com/benefits/military-pay/charts
https://www.military.com/benefits/military-pay/charts

JROTC

While not exactly a military preparation program, there are benefits to
participating in a Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) program
while in high school before enlisting in the military.

e Learn skills that you can carry into your
military career such as:
Leadership
Discipline
Citizenship Self-
confidence
Accountability
Community Service

e JROTC is structured like the military and taught by
retired service members, which can give you more
insight on military life

e The successful completion of at least 2 years in

JROTC can help you enlist at a higher rank (pay
grade)

Click to learn more
about JROTC to see

if it is something

you would want to
QQ/ join!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-jmBlz6OAw

Sources

(YouTube Video)Which Branch of the Military Should I Join:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIDHIDYVzFM

U.S Department of War Website: https://www.defense.gov/About/Our-
Forces#:~:text=The%20Army%2C%20Marine%20Corps%2C%20Na
vy,in%20part%20under%20state%20authority.

Military HomeSearch Website: Provides Information on the different roles
in each branch: https://www.militaryhomesearch.com/military-branches-
explained.php

Student Governmental Affairs Program: List the special operations for
each branch: https://www.sgap.org/the-common-defense-branches-of-
the-u-s- military/

(YouTube Video) Space Force Is The Newest U.S. Military Branch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pmvS7afJgo

USA Gov Website: Provides Requirments and Contact Information
https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements

ASVAB: Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test Information
Guide: https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-
guide/

ASVAB Study Guide:

https://www.studyguidezone.com/images/asvabteststudyguide.p
df

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Information-High School
Elective Program: https://veteran.com/high-school-jrotc/

(YouTube Video) What is JROTC, And Should You Join:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-jmBlz6 0Aw



https://www.defense.gov/About/Our-Forces#:~:text=The%20Army%2C%20Marine%20Corps%2C%20Navy,in%20part%20under%20state%20authority.
https://www.defense.gov/About/Our-Forces#:~:text=The%20Army%2C%20Marine%20Corps%2C%20Navy,in%20part%20under%20state%20authority.
https://www.defense.gov/About/Our-Forces#:~:text=The%20Army%2C%20Marine%20Corps%2C%20Navy,in%20part%20under%20state%20authority.
https://www.militaryhomesearch.com/military-branches-explained.php
https://www.militaryhomesearch.com/military-branches-explained.php
https://www.sgap.org/the-common-defense-branches-of-the-u-s-military/
https://www.sgap.org/the-common-defense-branches-of-the-u-s-military/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pmvS7afJg0
https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/asvab-free-online-study-guide/
https://www.studyguidezone.com/images/asvabteststudyguide.pdf
https://www.studyguidezone.com/images/asvabteststudyguide.pdf
https://veteran.com/high-school-jrotc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-jmBlz6OAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIDHIDYVzFM
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